
LONDON HEATHROW, LONDON GATWICK AND LONDON STANSTED AIRPORTS NOISE RESTRICTIONS (NO 2) NOTICE 2003
(Published on behalf of the Department for Transport)

Whereas:

(1) By virtue of the Civil Aviation (Designation of Aerodromes) Order 1981 (a) Heathrow Airport - London, Gatwick Airport - London
and Stansted Airport - London (‘the London Airports’) are designated aerodromes for the purposes of Section 78 of the Civil
Aviation Act 1982 (‘the Act’) (b);

(2) The Secretary of State considers it appropriate, for the purpose of avoiding, limiting or mitigating the effect of noise and vibration
connected with the taking-off or landing of aircraft at the London Airports, to prohibit aircraft of specified descriptions from taking
off or landing and to limit the number of occasions on which other aircraft may take off or land at those aerodromes during periods
specified in this Notice throughout the period specified as the winter season 2003/2004 in this Notice;

(3) For the purposes of Section 78(4)(a) of the Act, the circumstances under which a particular occasion or series of occasions on
which aircraft take off or land at the London Airports shall be disregarded for the purposes of this Notice are specified in
paragraph 9 of this Notice.

Now therefore the Secretary of State in exercise of his powers under Section 78(3), (4), (5) and (12) of the Act, and in accordance with
the provisions of the Civil Aviation (Notices) Regulations 1978 (c) provides as follows:

Citation and commencement

1 This Notice may be cited as the London Heathrow, London Gatwick and London Stansted Airports Noise Restrictions
(No 2) Notice 2003, and shall come into operation at 0159 hours on 26 October 2003.

Interpretation

2 (1) For the purposes of this Notice:

‘the Act’ means the Civil Aviation Act 1982;

‘airport authority’ means the person for the time being having the management of Heathrow, Gatwick or Stansted Airport as
applicable;

‘Annex 16’ means Annex 16 to the Convention on International Civil Aviation signed on behalf of the United Kingdom at
Chicago on 7 December 1944 (d);

‘appropriate air traffic control unit’, has the meaning ascribed to it by the Air Navigation Order 2000 (e);

‘the London Airports’ means Heathrow Airport - London, Gatwick Airport - London and Stansted Airport - London, and ‘a
London Airport’ shall be construed accordingly;

‘maximum certificated landing weight’ means the maximum landing weight authorised in the certificate of airworthiness;

‘maximum certificated take-off weight’ means the maximum take-off weight authorised in the certificate of airworthiness;

‘night period’ means the period from 2300 hours to 0700 hours;

‘night quota period’ means the period from 2330 hours to 0600 hours;

an aircraft shall be deemed to have taken off or landed during the night period or night quota period, as the case may be,
if the time recorded by the appropriate air traffic control unit as ‘airborne’ or ‘landed’ respectively falls within that period;

‘noise classification’ means the noise level band in EPNdB, for take-off or landing, as the case may be, for the aircraft in
question, as defined in the Schedule to this Notice; 

‘previous notice’ means the London Heathrow, London Gatwick and London Stansted Airports Noise Restrictions Notice
2003 (f);

‘quota’ means the maximum permitted sum of the quota counts of all aircraft taking off from or landing at the aerodrome in
question during any one season in the night quota period;

‘quota count’ means the amount of the quota assigned to one take-off or to one landing by the aircraft in question, this
number being related to its noise classification as specified in sub-paragraph 3(2) below;
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‘season’ means a period of winter or summer;

‘summer’ being the ‘summer time period’ as fixed by the Summer Time Act 1972 (g);

‘winter’ being the period between the end of British Summer Time in one year and the start of British Summer Time in the
next;

‘summer season 2003’ means the period beginning on 30 March 2003 and ending on 26 October 2003;

‘winter season 2003-2004’ means the period beginning on 26 October 2003 and ending on 28 March 2004; 

‘previous  specified period’ means that period being the sum of the night quota periods throughout the summer season 2003; 

‘specified period’ means that period being the sum of the night quota periods throughout the winter season 2003-2004; and

‘next specified period’ means that period being the sum of the night quota periods throughout the summer season 2004; 

(2) References in this Notice to a moment in time are to Local Time, that is in any period of summer time, to the time fixed by
the Summer Time Act 1972 (g), and outside that period to Universal Co-ordinated Time.

Descriptions of aircraft

3 (1) Aircraft taking off or landing at any of the London Airports are described in this Notice as follows:

(a) Exempt aircraft;
(b) Aircraft having a quota count of 0.5;
(c) Aircraft having a quota count of 1;
(d) Aircraft having a quota count of 2;
(e) Aircraft having a quota count of 4;
(f) Aircraft having a quota count of 8;
(g) Aircraft having a quota count of 16.

(2) Subject to paragraph 3 (3), the quota count of an aircraft on taking off or landing shall be calculated on the basis of the noise
classification for that aircraft on take-off or landing as appropriate as follows:

Noise Classification Quota Count

Less than 90 EPNdB 0.5
90 - 92.9 EPNdB 1
93 - 95.9 EPNdB 2
96 - 98.9 EPNdB 4
99 - 101.9 EPNdB 8
Greater than 101.9 EPNdB 16

(3) Exempt aircraft for the purposes of paragraph 3(1)(a) above are:

(a) those jet aircraft with a maximum certificated weight not exceeding 11,600 kg, and
(b) those propeller aircraft,

which on the basis of their noise data are classified at less than 87 EPNdB and which are indicated as exempt in Part 2 of
the Schedule to this Notice.  The provisions of paragraphs 4, 6, 7, 8 and 9 shall not apply to the taking off or landing of such
aircraft. 

Prohibitions on taking off or landing

4 Subject to paragraphs 9 and 10, at the London Airports any aircraft which has a quota count of 8 or 16 may not:

(1) be scheduled to take off or land during the night period;

(2) take off in the night period, except in the period 2300 hours to 2330 hours in circumstances where:

(a) it was scheduled to take off prior to 2300 hours;
(b) the take-off was delayed for reasons beyond the control of the aircraft operator; and
(c) the airport authority has not given notice to the aircraft operator precluding take-off.

5 Subject to paragraph 10, at the London Airports an aircraft may not take off or be scheduled to land during the night period where:

(1) the operator of that aircraft has not provided (prior to its take-off or prior to its scheduled landing time as appropriate)
sufficient information to enable the airport authority to verify its noise classification and thereby its quota count; or  

(2) the operator claims that the aircraft is an exempt aircraft within paragraph 3(1)(a), but the aircraft is not indicated as such
an aircraft in Part 2 of the Schedule to this Notice.
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Maximum number of occasions on which aircraft may take off or land

6 (1) Subject to paragraphs 7, 8, 9(1) and (2) and 10, it is hereby specified that the overall maximum number of occasions on
which aircraft of the descriptions specified in paragraphs 3(1)(b) to (g) inclusive may take off or land during the specified
period shall be as follows:

(a) at Heathrow Airport: 2550;
(b) at Gatwick Airport: 5250;
(c) at Stansted Airport: 5000.

(2) Subject to paragraphs 6(1), 7, 8, 9 and 10, it is hereby specified that in the specified period the quota shall be as follows:

(a) at Heathrow Airport: 4140;
(b) at Gatwick Airport: 6440;
(c) at Stansted Airport: 3550.

(3) Subject to paragraphs 9 and 10, each take-off or landing by an aircraft at a London Airport during each night quota period
within the specified period shall count according to its quota count towards the relevant quota specified in paragraph 6(2)(a),
(b) or (c). 

Carry-over from the previous specified period (h)

7 (1) If the number of occasions on which aircraft of the descriptions specified in paragraphs 3(1)(b) to (g) inclusive take-off or
land at a London Airport during the previous specified period is less than the maximum number of occasions specified in
paragraph 6(1) of the previous notice for that aerodrome, the maximum number of occasions on which such aircraft may
take-off or land at that aerodrome during the specified period may be supplemented by a number of occasions equal to the
shortfall, up to a maximum of 5% of the maximum number of occasions specified in paragraph 6(1) of the previous notice.

(2) If any part of the quota specified in paragraph 6(2) of the previous notice remains unused at the end of the previous specified
period, the quota for the specified period at that aerodrome may be supplemented by a sum of quota counts equal to the
remainder, up to a maximum of 5% of the quota specified in paragraph 6(2) of the previous notice.

Overrun of movements in the previous specified period (h)

8 (1) If, in respect of a London Airport, the sum of the maximum number of occasions specified in paragraph 6(1) of the previous
notice for that aerodrome and any supplementary number of occasions permitted by paragraph 7(1) of that previous notice,
has been exceeded:

(a) by up to 5% of the number of occasions specified in paragraph 6(1) of the previous notice for that aerodrome, the
maximum number of occasions on which aircraft of the descriptions specified in paragraphs 3(1)(b) to (g) inclusive may
take off or land during the specified period at that aerodrome shall be reduced by the same amount; or

(b) by more than 5% of the number of occasions specified in paragraph 6(1) of the previous notice for that aerodrome, the
maximum number of occasions on which aircraft of the descriptions specified in paragraphs 3(1)(b) to (g) inclusive may
take off or land during the specified period at that aerodrome shall be reduced by the amount of the excess up to 5%
plus twice the amount of the excess over 5%.

Overrun of the quota limits in the previous specified period (h)

(2) If, in respect of a London Airport, the sum of the quota specified in paragraph 6(2) of the previous notice for that aerodrome
and any supplementary sum of the quota counts permitted by paragraph 8(2) of that notice, has been exceeded:

(a) by up to 5% of the quota specified in paragraph 6(2) of the previous notice for that aerodrome, the quota for the
specified period at that aerodrome shall be reduced by the same amount; or

(b) by more than 5% of the quota specified in paragraph 6(2) of the previous notice for that aerodrome, the quota for the
specified period at that aerodrome shall be reduced by the amount of the excess up to 5% plus twice the amount of
the excess over 5%.

Limits to overrun in the specified period

(3) The sum of the maximum number of occasions specified in paragraph 6(1) for an aerodrome and any supplementary
number of occasions permitted by paragraph 7(1) shall not be exceeded by more than 20% of the number of occasions
specified in paragraph 6(1) for that aerodrome.

(4) The sum of the quota specified in paragraph 6(2) for an aerodrome and any supplementary number sum of quota counts
permitted by paragraph 7(2) shall not be exceeded by more than 20% of the quota specified in paragraph 6(2) for that
aerodrome.

Disregarded movements (i)

9 For the purposes of Section 78(4)(a) of the Act, the following circumstances are specified in relation to the taking off and landing
of aircraft at the London Airports, namely:

(1) delays to aircraft which are likely to lead to serious congestion at the aerodrome or serious hardship or suffering to
passengers or animals;

(2) delays to aircraft resulting from widespread and prolonged disruption of air traffic;

(3) where an aircraft, other than an aircraft with a quota count of 8 or 16, is scheduled to land after 0630 but lands before 0600.
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Exclusion from the provisions of this Notice for emergency take-offs or landings

10 None of the provisions of this Notice shall apply to a take-off or landing which is made in an emergency consisting of an
immediate danger to life or health, whether human or animal, or which is disregarded by virtue of a notice given under
Section 78(5)(f) of the Act.

G Pendlebury
Divisional Manager

Aviation Environmental Division
Department for Transport

15 August 2003

(a) S.I. 1981/651.

(b) 1982 c.16.

(c) S.I. 1978/1303.

(d) 3rd Edition published in 1993 by the International Civil Aviation Organisation.

(e) S.I. 2000/1562, as amended by S.I. 2001/397; S.I. 2002/264 and S.I. 2002/1628.

(f) Published on behalf of the Department for Transport as Supplement S 3/2003, which came into operation on 30 March 2003.

(g) 1972 c.6 as amended by S.I. 2002/262.

(h) In the decision of 10 June 1999 (House of Commons, Official Report, cols. 378-380) it was stated that the end of season flexibility
was 5%.  However, where there are calendar reasons (ie when the increased number of flights associated with Easter falls within
the winter season or when the summer season lasts for longer than the normal 30 weeks), a higher rate of up to 10% carry-over
and anticipation is allowed. This is the case in respect of the next specified period as defined in paragraph 2(1) above.

(i) Section 78(4)(a) of the Act enables the person for the time being managing the aerodrome or a person authorised by him for the
purpose, to disregard those occasions which are specified for the purposes of Section 78(4)(a). This paragraph specifies those
occasions.
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THE SCHEDULE

Part 1

1 The noise classification for an aircraft on take-off or landing as appropriate means:

(1) for the purposes of landing:

(a) in the case of an aircraft certificated to the standards of Chapter 2, 3 or 5 of Annex 16 (or the equivalent standards):
the certificated approach noise level of the aircraft at its maximum certificated landing weight, minus 9 EPNdB; and

(b) in the case of a propeller aircraft with a maximum take-off weight not exceeding 5,700 kg and any other aircraft not
certificated to the standards of Chapter 2, 3 or 5 of Annex 16 (or the equivalent standards): the noise level indicated in
relation to that aircraft in the noise data supplied for this purpose to the CAA;

(2) for the purposes of take-off:

(a) where the aircraft is certificated to the standards of Chapter 3 or 5 of Annex 16 (or the equivalent standards): half the
sum of the flyover and the sideline noise levels in EPNdB as measured at the certification points specified in that Annex
during the noise certification of the aircraft at its maximum certificated take-off weight;

(b) where the aircraft is certificated to the standards of Chapter 2 of Annex 16 (or the equivalent standards): half the sum
of the flyover and the sideline noise levels in EPNdB as measured at the certification points specified in that Annex
during the noise certification of the aircraft at its maximum certificated take-off weight, plus 1.75 EPNdB; and

(c) where the aircraft is a propeller aircraft with a maximum take-off weight not exceeding 5,700 kg or any other aircraft
not certificated to the standards of Chapter 2, 3 or 5 of Annex 16 (or the equivalent standards): the noise level indicated
in relation to that aircraft in the noise data supplied for this purpose to the CAA.

2 Subject to paragraph 1 of this Schedule, the current noise classifications for aircraft on take-off or landing as appropriate are
indicated in the tables in Part 2 of this Schedule, which are not exhaustive.

3 In paragraph 1 of this Schedule, ‘the equivalent standards’ means:

(1) in the case of Chapter 2 of Annex 16:
FAR 36, Stage 2;

(2) in the case of Chapter 3 of Annex 16:
FAR 36, Stage 3;

(3) in the case of Chapter 5 of Annex 16:
FAR 36,  Stage 2 and 3.

Part 2

Note: Aircraft are listed alphabetically in the following arrivals and departures tables according to type.  The engine type and any
acoustical or other treatment necessary to enable the aircraft to achieve its noise classification are also indicated.  Each of
the entries in the columns headed EXEMP (ie EXEMPT), QC/0.5, QC/1, QC/2, QC/4, QC/8 and QC/16 indicates the
maximum certificated landing or take-off weight (as appropriate) for that aircraft which will meet the QC rating.  For example,
a B747-400 with PW4056 engines and no acoustical treatment will be classified for departures as QC/2 if it has a maximum
certificated take-off weight of up to and including 292.19 tonnes.  However, it will be classified as QC/4 if its maximum
certificated take-off weight is more than 292.19 tonnes but not more than 370.57 tonnes; or as QC/8 if its maximum
certificated take-off weight is more than 370.57 tonnes but not more than 394.63 tonnes.
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NOTES (These Notes are not part of the Notice)

1 Airlines wishing to operate aircraft during the night quota period must supply to the airport management concerned the
information referred to in paragraph 5 of these Notes.  This will enable a prior check to be made that the aircraft type and engine
fit is within the assumed noise classification and to determine its quota count to see if the airport can accommodate the
movement in its quota.  An airline not following this procedure may find that its aircraft is seriously delayed whilst its status is
checked.

2 Operators of aircraft who wish particular aircraft types to be added to the Schedule should apply to the Civil Aviation Authority at
the following address:

Mr W J G Readman
Noise Certification
Safety and Regulation Group
Civil Aviation Authority
Aviation House
South Area
Gatwick Airport
West Sussex 
RH6 0YR

Tel:  01293-573095 during office hours.

Any additions or changes to an aircraft’s classification by quota count will be notified by subsequent amendments to the Schedule
of Noise Classifications.

3 If, due to exceptional circumstances (other than an emergency as defined in paragraph 10 of this Notice) as specified in
paragraph 9 of this Notice an airline wishes to claim that a movement during the night quota period should be disregarded, or
that a movement is required which is prohibited, the facts should be made known to the appropriate airport management before
the movement is required.  Guidelines on the categories of movements which may be disregarded were given in the Department
of the Environment, Transport and the Regions Press Release No 539 of 10 June 1999.  Operators are asked to ensure that
requests for movements to be disregarded are made in writing (or by Fax) to the airport management as long as possible in
advance of the relevant movement and, if this is not possible, then within two working days of the movement taking place.  Under
Section 78(4) of the Civil Aviation Act 1982, the airport management are required to notify the Secretary of State of movements
which have been disregarded within one week of the date of the relevant movement occurring.  Requests should be addressed
to the appropriate airport management as follows:

London Heathrow: during normal working hours, 0830-1630 Monday to Friday inclusive (excepting Bank Holidays) to Flight
Evaluation Team, Heathrow Airport Limited, Airside Suite, Building 820, Heathrow Airport, Middlesex, UB3 5AP (Tel: 020-8757 0340;
Fax: 020-8745 7677) and at other times to the Operations Duty Manager at the Airport (Tel: 020-8745 7373; Fax 020-8745 5689).

London Gatwick: during normal working hours to the Environmental Analyst, Flight Evaluation Unit, Gatwick Airport Limited,
London Gatwick Airport, West Sussex (Tel: 01293-504117; Fax: 01293-505392; e-mail: Kris_Baker@baa.com) and at other times
to the Operations Duty Manager at the Airport (Tel: 01293-503085; Fax: 01293-503203).

London Stansted: during normal working hours to the Environmental Analyst, Stansted Airport Limited, London Stansted Airport,
Essex (Tel: 01279-663076 or 662588; Fax: 01279-662971) and at other times to the Airfield Operations Duty Manager at the
Airport (Tel: 01279-662378; Fax: 01279-662952).

4 If a flight is made during the night period in an emergency as defined in paragraph 10 of this Notice, the circumstances should
be reported to the appropriate airport management (address given above) as soon as possible, if the operator wishes the flight
not to count against the movements limit and quota.

5 All requests and communications to the appropriate airport management must include the following information:

Aircraft type;
Engine type;
Operating weight;
Maximum certificated landing or take-off weight as appropriate;
Flight number;
Aircraft registration mark;
Destination or airport of origin;
Type of flight (eg freight or passenger);
Reasons why the movement is required to take place during the night period; 
In cases of emergency as defined in paragraph 10 of this Notice, why the movement was considered necessary.

6 Attention is drawn to the statutory noise measures at London Gatwick, London Heathrow and London Stansted shown at UK AIP
AD 2-EGKK-1-13, AD 2-EGLL-1-17 and AD 2-EGSS-1-10 respectively.  Each infringement of the night noise limit on take-offs will
result in a surcharge being levied on the operator by the airport company in accordance with their Conditions of Use.

(AD 2) (DfT AED)

Date of Publication:  18 September 2003

Printed and distributed on behalf of the Civil Aviation Authority by Documedia Solutions Ltd,
37 Windsor Street, Cheltenham, Glos, England.  GL52 2DG.
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