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READY FOR FLIGHT! 

The first Airborne Laser is ready for airworthiness 
testing following a 2 ½ -year modification program at 
Boeing’s Wichita, KS, facility.  The aircraft, complete 
with its distinctive 11,500-pound nose turret, is 
shown above outside the hangar where the 
modification work was done.  The next step is 
testing to prove the aircraft can still fly like a 747 
despite the structural changes.  Once those tests 
are completed this summer, the aircraft will be flown 
to Edwards Air Force Base, CA, where the 
megawatt-class laser system and unique optical 
components will be installed and tested.  The testing 
is scheduled to culminate with the shootdown of a 
ballistic missile in December 2004. 
 
 
TEAM ABL AWARDS SCIENCE FAIR PROJECTS 

 
Team ABL once again sponsored three special 
awards at the New Mexico Regional Science and 
Engineering Fair for students whose projects 
showed exceptional work and relevance to ABL.  
The fair was held 15-17 Mar at Johnson Gym on the 
University of New Mexico campus.  The fair 
attracted hundreds of projects from middle and high 

school students in the Albuquerque and surrounding 
area.   
 
This year, Team ABL awarded prizes to two 
individual and one team project.  Shown here are 
the two individual winners receiving their awards 
from Col Jim Forrest (right), ABL deputy program 
director.  On the left is Kori L. Hanson, an eighth 
grader at Grant Middle School in Albuquerque.  Her 
project, in the space science category, was entitled 
“Homemade Telescope.”  Pictured in the center is 
Garrett D. Lewis, a seventh grader at Sandia 
Preparatory.  He received his award for a project 
entitled “Lift vs. Angle of Attack.”  Not pictured are 
team winners Erin M. Barringer and Lee K. Patriola 
of Rio Rancho High School.  They received their 
award for their project entitled “Smart Coil:  Varying 
Inductance to Produce Digital Codes.” 

 
Judges for this year’s awards were Capt Cyril Wolff, 
Capt Tony Rivera, Lt Jason Thomas and Ms Susan 
Thornton of the SPO, and Mr Paul Toth of Lockheed 
Martin.  Boeing, TRW and Lockheed Martin are the 
major contractors for the ABL program. 

Contributed by Ray Saunders, TRW 

ABL 
FOCUS

ABL 
FOCUS

Vol. VIII • No. 3 May/June 2002

ABL 
FOCUS

ABL 
FOCUS

Vol. VIII • No. 3 May/June 2002

 
 

 
 



 

Cleared for Public Release  2 

 
ABL TEAM WINS MANAGEMENT AWARD 

 
Six members of the ABL System Program Office’s 
Aircraft Integrated Product Team were recently 
named the Air Force Materiel Command’s Technical 
Management Team of the Year for their work on the 
ABL aircraft modification project at the Boeing 
Maintenance and Modification Center in Wichita, 
KS. 
 
Members of the team were Lt Col Pedro Oms, 
ABL’s aircraft branch chief; Maj Kelly Hammett, 
beam control/fire control branch chief; Daniel 
Sharpes, aeronautics engineer; George Perley, 
aircraft structures engineer; Capt Cyril Wolff, 
mechanical and electrical engineer, and Capt Carey 
Johnson, fire control engineer. 
 

 
The two-year project, completed last fall, was the 
largest such venture ever attempted on a 
commercial aircraft. Despite the size and scope of 
the project, it was completed in half the time 
normally required for a first-time modification and at 
a savings of more than $100 million, 30 percent less 
than budget. 
 
 
 

 
ABL FEATURED AT SYMPOSIUM 

 

 
Col Ellen Pawlikowski, left, director of the ABL SPO 
at Kirtland Air Force Base, NM, discusses the 
airborne laser (model in foreground) with retired Air 
Force Maj Gen Richard Paul, former commander of 
the Air Force Research Laboratory.  The nation’s 
first laser-armed combat aircraft was highlighted in 
Dayton, OH, in an exhibit at the National 
Aeronautical Systems and Technology Conference.  
Sponsored by the Aeronautical Systems Center and 
the Air Force Research Laboratory, nearly 70 
companies and Department of Defense 
organizations exhibited during the two-day event, 
held 14-15 May. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.airbornelaser.com/ 
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