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ABL CHANGES AFFILIATIONABL CHANGES AFFILIATION

In a brief ceremony at Kirtland Air
Force Base, NM on 12 Oct, the
Airborne Laser formally ended its
nearly decade-long affiliation with the
Space and Missile Systems Center
(SMC), transitioning its personnel
management functions to the
Aeronautical Systems Center (ASC)
at Wright Patterson Air Force Base,
Ohio.

The move had been in the planning
stages almost since the time the
Airborne Laser was conceived in the
early Nineties but was moved
forward this summer when the Air
Force transferred SMC to its Space
Command.  Since ABL was not
considered a space program, the
transition to ASC was advanced by
several years.

Both SMC and ASC were under the
Air Force Materiel Command, also
based at Wright-Patterson.  Under
the transition, members of the
Kirtland-based ABL System Program
Office will transfer to ASC slots but

all personnel will remain in New
Mexico.

On 1 Nov 01, ABL funding and
program management transfers to
the Ballistic Missile Defense
Organization (BMDO), a joint service
organization under the Office of the
Secretary of Defense that oversees
missile defense programs for all the
services.

Welcome from ASC Commander

On behalf of the men and women of
Aeronautical Systems Center, I'd
like to offer a hearty and heartfelt
welcome to Team Airborne Laser.
All of us at ASC are honored to join
with you as part of this proud
organization, and we're thrilled to
have such an exciting and fast
moving program become part of this
AFMC's Aeronautical Enterprise.

Nearly every Air Force aircraft –
past, present and future – has had
its roots in Aeronautical Systems
Center.  We're proud of our long and
rich history of delivering air combat
power to America's Warrior Airmen
– a history which spans the years
from the wood and cloth biplanes of
World War I, to the B-2s and C-17s
in combat over Afghanistan today.
And it is preordained that Team ABL
will add a tremendously exciting
chapter to that history as you bring
such a revolutionary new capability
to our Air Force's combat might.

Even though we’re separated
geographically, we’re united in a
common goal.  We are warriors
supporting warriors, and our nation is
counting on us.

Again, welcome to the team!

Lieutenant General Dick Reynolds
Commander, ASC

TEAM ABL COMPLETES BELLYTEAM ABL COMPLETES BELLY
SKIN INSTALLATIONSKIN INSTALLATION

The Aircraft Integrated Product Team
(IPT) in Wichita, KS announced the
buy-off of the completed belly skin
installation on 13 Aug 01.  This
installation completes another
challenging milestone of the ABL
program.

The belly skin assembly began when
two titanium pieces arrived at the
Boeing facility in Wichita, KS in Jun
00.  The two skins, manufactured by
AHF Ducommun in Gardenia, CA,
are the largest hot-formed titanium
parts in the world.  Each skin was
fabricated by welding two flat panels
end-to-end to achieve the required
length, hot-formed to a compound
contour, chem-milled to a final
thickness and then machined to
engineering drawing requirements.
Each panel measured 25 feet long
by six feet wide, for a combined belly
skin assembly of 25 feet by 12 feet.
There are 18, 14.7 inch-diameter
holes cut into each belly skin to allow
for ABL’s laser exhaust.  Upon
arrival, the skins, along with several
other titanium parts, were placed
onto a special tool and attached
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Col Chuck Pinney (ASC Vice Commander), Lt
Shawn Beauchamp (ABL Executive Officer) and

Col Ellen Pawlikowski (ABL SPO Director)




