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Boeing at AFA 2006

KC-767 Tanker activities highlighted the 
Air Force Association's annual Air & 

Space Conference and Technology Exposition 
this past September in Washington, D.C. 
Hundreds of industry and defense participants 
visited the Boeing display, and the KC-767 was 
one of the most prominent programs, gaining 
valuable visibility throughout the week. The 
Boeing tanker briefing room had standing room 
only during the updates.
Mark McGraw, vice president, Boeing Tanker 
Programs, briefed reporters about the legacy of 
Boeing tankers and the upcoming competition 
for a new KC-X program. 
“This has been a big year for tankers. We had 
the 50th anniversary of the KC-135, the 25th 
anniversary of the KC-10, and the first 
anniversary of the first flight of the Italian 
KC-767,” said McGraw. “We have delivered 
nearly 2,000 tankers in our history.”

The KC-767 Tanker transfers fuel for the first time Oct. 23 from its advanced 
boom to a simulated receiver on the ground. (Ted Whiteside photo)

KC-767 Tanker 
Transfers Fuel For 
First Time

Boeing successfully transferred fuel for 
the first time on October 23 from its 

KC-767 Tanker advanced boom to a simulated 
receiver on the ground.
Through a series of tests at the Integrated 
Defense Systems facility in Wichita, Kansas, 
boom operators on board the aircraft used the 
aerial refueling systems to off-load fuel from the 
new tanker to an aircraft receptacle on the 
ground. Fuel flow, delivery, and surge pressure 
were measured while the fuel was pumped to 
nearby trucks.
“The KC-767 aerial refueling systems exceeded 
our expectations during these initial ground 

Tanker Engineers’ 
Ideas Could Make 
Night Refueling 
Safer, Easier

A erial refueling, even under the most ideal 
conditions, is an exacting maneuver— 

two aircraft flying about 50 feet apart at speeds of 
between 180 and 250 knots, at an altitude of 
about 20,000 feet.
When a refueling hose is spooled out, the inner, 
center, and outer refueling range is marked with 

tests, and we’re on track to deliver fuel to 
various aircraft receivers during flight in the near 
future,” said Mark McGraw, vice president for 
Tanker Programs. “The tests also show future 
customers, like the U.S. Air Force, that Boeing 
will deliver a proven boom and refueling system 
for their KC-X Tanker tests.”
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